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For some time past applications for medals in
espect of alleged membership of Fianna Eireann have been
causing trouble and worry, especially where the Leferec's
records do not include Fianna rolls for a particular
place or district and where, as a result, there is no
evidence - even prima-facie - that a Fianna unit existed.

It was one thing to include the Fianna in the
Military Service Pensions Acts, but I imagine thati the
Bord of Assessors and the Referee did not award military
service certificates to Fianna claimants unless they had
very definite evidence of membership. In the sane way -
it was all right to include the Fianna in the Army Pensions
Acts, because if a member of the Fianna was wounded or
contracted a disability in the course of service, it would
also be within the bounds of possibility to establish
membership. But for apecial allowance purposes, the Fianna
present a very great problem, If a Fianna unit existed
in any place or district, it is reasonable to suppose that
Rolls would have been supplied for the purposes of the
1934 Act, as it would have strengthened the local position,
and where there are no Rolls, it is equally reasonable to
assume that while boys may have been carrying messages, etc.,
they were not members of the Fianna, which is the statutory
requirement for the award of the Medal.

If this is accepted, verifications by I.R.A. oflicers
are of little wvalue, and egually valueless are those of
persons who are stated now to have been Fianna officers but
who were never recorded as such for 1934 Act purposes, You
have no doubt seen cases where there was full verification
of Fianna claimants at I.R.A. Company level, and some at
Battalion level, but where enguiries elicited the fact that
there was no organised Fianna unit.

Acting on behalf of An tAire, I find it impossible
to be satisfied as to Fianna Membership where there are
(no records, and I would now recomuend that, in the absence
(of records, all applications for ledals in respect of Fianna
(membership should be refused. There is too much involved,
(in the payment of special allowances to quite young men for many
(years to come.

(sgdy L. O Ciosain

18 Meitheamh, 1959

Aire,

"nan

I am in agrecment with the proposal at "A" above.

(Sgde) Aodh Mac Bréadaigh
29/6/59
Aontuighim

(Intld.) C O B
2/7/59
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1 agree that, in the circumstances, the #edal issued to Mr. Coyle
should be held to have been dulg awarded, as was done in the
case of James Sheehan (24/10091).

In accepting these twe cases, we are, in effect, accepting the
existence of a pre-Truce Fianna unit in Newbridge. 1 have,
therefore, reviewed the following cases in which Medals were

issued under the old system and @holding the Medals duly awarded:-

3L4/56019 James A. 0'Reg
MD/7370 Patrick Doyle
¥D/10635 Jemes Keogh

ED/1751 Malachy Dempsey
¥MD/2122 Edward Grace

The ehove are on the list supplied by James Shechan on the file
of JeA. O'Regahe They may Be told that tueir cases have been
further investigated and that, in consequence, the Medals issued
to them have been held to have been duly awarded. They may,

at the came time, be issued with Travel Cards, and if they have
applied for any of the other benefits, the neceesary action may be
taken.

George Oardiff (MD/4385) is net on the list applied by Mr. Sheehan.
Mr. 3heehan, who may be told of the decisions in the other cases
in which he was interested, should be asked about Mr., Curdiff.

James C. Mcienna (MD/45249) ie possibly the Jim McKenna, Rowan
Terrace on lir, Sheehan's list, but if he was at U.C.D. as he
says, his membership of the Newbridge 8Slua at the critical period
would be doubtful. No further action need he taken in hir case,
Reither need anything be done about Patrick J. Prendergcst
(xD/22637)« He ls not on NMr, Sheehan's list.

2.5 Samhain 1969




Hewbridge Fisnna Elresnn

Fullam, Patrick (deceased) 24 SP 4772
Sheehan, James 24 SP 10091
O'Regan, John A 34 SP 56019
Doyle, Patrick MD 7370

Coyle, Thomas MP 1329

Keogh, James 24 SP 10633
Dempsey, Malachy MD 1751

Greoe, Eqward MD 2112

Cardiff, George MD 4385

McKenna, James MD 45249
Prendergast, Patrick J MD 22637

Particulars of the abovecases are set out on the attached sheets,

No records having been sutmitted, by way either of lists of officers or
Slua Rolls, indicating the existence of an organised unit or Slua of Fianna
Eireann in Newbridge during the three months which ended on 11th July, 1921,
all but two of the eleven cases listed were dealt with in acoordance with the
terms of the Ministerial decision (MD 32839) of 2 July, 1959, a ocopy < which
is annexed for reference.

The two exceptions are the cases of Jemes Shgehan and Patirick Fullem,
deceassd, In both cases, the Board of Assesgois certified non-pensionable

membership for the oritical period. In the case of Mr. Sheehan, the certificate
is for membership of vhile that granted to the late Patrick
Fullem is for membership of

It Rap been the practice to vaive the mormal investigation procedure in
cases where an applicant for the Service (1917-1921) Medal has been credited by
the Board of Assessors with membership of ome of the specified organisations
for the critical period. Accordingly, whem Mr. Sheeban applied for Free Trawel,
.::;é the Medal issued to him in 1942 was sutomatically held to have been duly
al od.

Mr, Sheehan has sutmitted a listof persows who, he states, were members
of Fianna Eireann in Newbridge during the three months which ended on the 11lth

Jul” 1921Q
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